
A FEW EAT TALES.

An Exciting Hunt in tho Sewors
of Now York.

,A Drab und Yellow lint an l.nrgo as . < it

.A Modern " l'lod IMpor of Iliiinlln
Town" How a Wntrlnnnn Call*
ThouNnndn of Hats About 111m.

ICOPTlilOIIT. IWS.
Not long ago the writer attended a

rat hunt in the Canal-street sewer. New
York, nt the invitation of Capt. Webb,
who had been superintendent of the
¦sewerage system of the metropolis for
-over thirty years. During his term he
bad patrolled these underground tun-
'nein, which now aggregate nearly five
hundred miles, during the past thirty
jyfcars.~

Our party consisted of nine men and
'twelve thoroughbred rat dogs of superi¬
or merit. Preparation's had been inndc
;to attuck a host of rats at every possible
'point of vantage. The great Canal-
street sewer was selected for the hunts.
It is fifteen feet in diameter from the
.North-river front to Broadway.quite
(large enough to drive a coach and four
through. Sower men had been sent
out in advance to fix strong wire net-
'tings to close the mouths of cross sew¬

ers at will, and barrels of garbage had
been placed where they would attract
.the hungry rodents. These wire screens
were arranged to be dropped, so as tc
effectually cut off the escape of the
rats at the proper time.
Our party entered the sewer by a row-

boat from the river front near the mid-
[night hour, when business iu the city

WK ENTERED TUE SEWEH IN A HOAT.

had been suspended for the day. The
scene wns that of a huge tunnel, the
strong old brick walls being coated
with grim yellow und gray slime, va¬
ried at different points here and there:
nt some glistening with almost reflect¬
ive power, and at others a fuzzy or dull
effect. The atmosphere was very
heavy and oppressive, but not nt all
nauseous (according to the popular con¬

ception.) At times there was a sour or
stale odor, but upon the whole the air
was far better than is breathed in many
<qX the poor tenement houses in the
city.
Over the bottom of the sewer there

flowed n volume of water less thau two
feet in depth. Under the rays of the
lantern, gleaming over its surface, it
looked black nnd forbidding.
Being past the midnight hour, when

nil business had ceased, and the city at
lnrge was asleep, very little of the
usual flow.as in the daytime.was vis¬
ible.
Everything was quiet, the almost

inky stream at our feet seeming blacker
than ever, nnd the current went slug¬
gishly along-, suggestive of the classic
iriver Styx, imaginations of goblins,
imps and spirits hovering here and
there, especially at the portals of the
smaller crossing sowers. Bitterly cold
draughts of air, as though forced
through a frosted sponge, swept past
us with a sound, now and then, like
the death soug refrain of some aborig¬
ine chieftain, or the far-off wail of ex¬

piring unfortunates.
These ruminations were broken when

Capt. Webb, who had heretofore kept
silent, ordered a halt. We stood still.
His workmen had hung up lanterns on
spikes driven into the walls of the tuu-
nel, and tints there was enough light
thrown forward from the arch above to
enable us to see, in the shadows be-
yond, what seemed to us thousands of
electric sparks. Soon, however, one's
eyes became accustomed to the gloom,
through which we peered and could
dimly perceive the formsof thousands of
rats, their eyes all aglow with phos¬
phorescent light, gleaming, glaring and
flashing toward us. As we gazed upon

ME STRUCK THE FLOOR WITH IIIS CLUB.

them they glared upon us. They
seemed to realize their peril and appre¬
ciate their desperate condition.
The string of dogs, which up to this

time had l>een kept in the background
and were controlled with no little diffi¬
culty, were let loose and dashed impet¬
uously forward toward the hosts of
rats.

Instantaneously there was a transfor¬
mation scene. The whole atmosphere
seemed full of doga nnd rats. The
snarls and howls of the cauincs min¬
gling with the screams and squeals of
the rodents was a pandemonium of tho
most appalling character. In the
twinkling of an eye there was a kaleid¬
oscopic spectacle of indescribable con¬
fusion, in which the leaping, rushingto and fro, snapping of teeth, snarling,yelping, barking and struggling of tho
dogs, together with the splashing in
the water and the screams, hisses and
squeals of tho rats, made a chorus of
incomparable horror. Tho echoes rang'with these hideous sounds as the

struggle continued, nud nt times it was
almost impossible to distinguish dogs
from rats us they sprung, leaped,
clinched, snapped und tumbled over
each other in the mad contest.
The most that we could see wns a

grim, weird sort of merry-go-round of
heads, tails, legs, paws, teeth, claws
and fur of rats and dogs.
Meanwhile a wild mob of the rodents

Bought desperate escape by frantically
rushing for the only outlet, galloping
mid scrambling in their efforts to puss
whoro we stood, leaping, tumbling and
rolling nil around us, with screams,
hisses and hoarse coughs, in horrid din,
as wo whacked nt them with heavy
clubs in merciless vigoi and also
stamped them under our heavy boots.
Hut the struggle was brief and decisive.
The well-trained thoroughbred dogs in
their carnival of destruction made
quick, short, complete work with their
natural prey: and besides what we failed
to destroy with our bludgeons very few
escaped slaughter. Wccould not count
the number of the slain, hut ('apt. Webb
calculated the death roll to be more
than 1,000.
Rats cannot be domesticated, but they

can be tamed to a certain degree, and,
although by their nature always shy,
they can bo made familiar with those
who are constantly near them. Claus
Peterson, a night watchman of over

thirty years' service in the storehouses
nt Atlantic Basin, Brooklyn, X. Y., be¬
came so familiar with the. rats there¬
about as to not only make them friend¬
ly und docile, but to a certain extent
gave them a rudimentary education.
The writer was with him one night, re¬
cently, when the place anil surround¬
ings were silent and deserted, and wit¬
nessed some strange "doings.*' We en¬
tered one of the huge warehouses and
.seated ourselves on empty boxes, tiloom
and silence prevailed everywhere. The
watchman set his bull's-eye lantern on
the floor so that its rays went athwart
the main passage and illuminated the
front of an immense grain box. Then
he began to tap lightly on the floor with
his club. After continuing this for a
few minutes we could see just beyond
the scope of the lantern's rays the fig¬
ure of a rat of unusual size, almost us

large as an ordinary eat. It approached
slowly and cautiously toward us, and
soon wo could discover its color and
size. Its fur was yellow and drub, with
a white breast and belly, long stiff
"bristles and a sharp-pointed nose. Eyes
that glittered like electric sparks were
fixed upon us, and as its mouth opened,
now and then, gleaming, long, sharp-
pointed teeth were disclosed. There
wits a great deal of deliberation in the
movements of his approach. Iiis eyes
snapped and flashed as he hopped and
half ran in circles toward us. but never
for an instant was his gaze directed
from us. His eyes spoke volumes.
He surveyed the situation with an in¬

telligence worthy of a military hero. He
knew the watchman well, but he was

evidently suspicious of my appearance.
Uc sat on his haunches, about twenty

flit BI:t tue lantern down and com'
menced to pi.ay.

feet away from us, and stared and
glared curiously. Ear away in his rear,
in the shadowy background, could be
dimly seen the forms of others of his
tribe, who, with the exception of inad¬
vertent squeals, seemed to be awaiting
deveh ipments.
The watchman took from his pocket

im ordinary comb, which he wrapped
with thin paper, and, placing it next to
his teeth, began vibratory sounds, with
rising and falling inflections. Instant¬
ly the old rut pricked tip his ears as

though listening, and then slowly but
steadily advanced until he entered the
circle of light. Thereupon and imme¬
diately out of the distant gloom, came
into view hordes of rats, of nil sizes,
shapes, colors and conditions. The first
large old rat was evidently the king of
all, for all the others surrounded him
at a respectful distance, and seemed to
await his orders. There were thousands
of them, young und old. Most of them
remained quiet, but others, presumably
young ones, cavorted and squealed
fsir away in the background}
The old king rat suddenly arose
on his hind legs and whirled his
head to and fro like a marshal review¬
ing his forces, and thereupon for a mo¬
ment all the others remained motion¬
less and quiet. Suddenly the watch¬
man gave a quick, sharp, loud blast on
the comb, wdiereat the king rodent ut«
tered a shrill, piercing scream, which
was taken up nnd reiterated from the
throats of his thousands of subjects.
The din that follow ed was indescriba¬
bly horrid.like a chorus of wails from
the bottomless pit.or, in other words,
like "hell let loose." It was a babel of
shrill, ear-splitting squeals and screams
.enough to drive one miad. Even the
old watchman clapped his hands to his
ears. Then he stamped his foot upon
the floor, whereupon the noise ceased
utmost as suddenly as it began.
After a short pauso he commenced

whistling a soft low minor key tune.
To my immense amazement some of the
"varmints" joined with modulated
squeals and moans, as if in mimicry.
Then ho began to tup the floor with

hi? club, at which signal the throng
rodent; commenced to eneirclo the old
king tf.it in a processional dance ond
galop.

FINANCE AND COMMERCE.
New Turk Stock Market.

New YoitKi Deo. ID..There was a

big break in industrials to-day shortly
after noon. Tbo Stock Exchange was
tho scone of wildost excitement; in fact
there was a condition of aifuirs border¬
ing on a panic, it appears that tho
Cnicugo Gas tool dissolved and tho
members thereof were compelled to tako
up their holdings. One momber of the
pool, a German-American firm with
their headquarters in tho Mills Build¬
ing, started to sell tboir stock, but they
had not disposod of much before the
room becamo awaro of tho liquidation.
Ooerators aro very timid just now

on account of tho gold export move¬
ment. The attempt to liquidate In Chi-
ca. s Gas was the signal lor an attack
on the indut- trial group rarely if over
equalled. Traders were simply frantic
and throw over their stocks al¬
most regardless of prico. To add to
tho fever money was bid up to 40 per
cent, on call aud could not bo obtained
in round amounts even at that figure.
Chicago GaB broke from 90% to 83, Dis¬
tilling and Cattle Feeding from 04 to
57, American Sugar from 107% to lu4%,National Lead from 44}^ to 8;>%, Cord¬
age from 13S% to 134%, American To¬
bacco from 120 to 117, Linseed oil from
41 % to 37, and Starch from 32% to 30.

Less than a week ago Distilling and
Cattlo Foeeding sold at 72% and
Cordage ruled at 143. After 12:30 p. m.
the excitement subsided somewhat and
substantial recoveries wore noted. Tho
sales of stocks to day aggregated
622,105 shares Including the following:
Atcbison. I7,r.03; Chicago Gas. 60.000;
Delaware, Lackawanna and Western,
",,210; Erie, 7,010; Louisville nnd Nash¬
ville, 025; Missouri Pacific 10,000;Northwest. 3.90.">: Northern Pacific pre¬ferred, 15,193; New England, 12,500:
Reading, 102,300: St. Paul, 20,013;
Union Pacific, 6,025; Western Union
17.S29.

stock QUOTATIONS.
Bid.

Western Union. . 93%
Adams Express. 152
American ExpreBS. 110
United States Express. 50
Wells Fargo Express. 145
C, C . C. and 1. 57%
Now York Central.
New Jersey Central. 121!
Illinois Centra'. 07M
Ohio Central.
Michigan <~en'ral. 1U3
Northern Pacific. 16
Northern Paoitic preferred. 47%
Central Pacific. 27
Union Pacific. 37V4'
Missouri Pacific. 55%
Texas Pacific. 0%
Manhattan Elevated. 132
Alton and Torre Haute. 32%
Alton and Torre Haute preferred. 150
Canada Southern. 56%
Canada Pacific. S9%
Chicago and Alton. 140
Cbesapcako and Ohio.
Delaware and Hudson. 1285),
Dela., Lack, and Western. 148
Denver. 15%Etie. 23%
Erio preferred. 52
Kansas and Texas. 13
Lako Shore. 129^r
Lake Erio and Western. 21%Lako Erio and Westorn preferred 73%
Louisvillo and Nashville. 69%
Northwestern. 110%Northwestern preferred.
Ontario and Western. 18
Ohio and Mississippi. 20
Ohio and Mississippi preferred.
Pacific Mail. 25M
Quicksilver. 3%
Quicksilver prelerred. 17
Reading. 52
Rock Island. 82%
Omaha. 40
Omaha preferred. 117%
St. Paul. 75%
St. Paul preferred. 119%
Nash., C. and St. L. 86
Wabash. 11
Wabash preferred. 23%
Chi., Bur. ani Q. 90%
Peoria, D. and E. 16
Manitoba. Ill
Oregon Navigation. 70
Richmond Terminal. 106%Baltimore and Ohio. 93

BONDS.
Oregon Improvements, A. 95
Alabama, A. 97
Alabama, B. 62
Alabama, C. 7%Louisiana Consols.
Tennessee Olds. 3%Richmond and West Point. 20
Norfolk and Western proferrod.. 38
EastTonnessco. 7S%East Tennessee preferred. 103
Cotton Oil. 101
ÜJtton Oil preferred. 75%Tennesseo now settlement, 0's... 50
Tennesseo now settlement, .Vs... 38
Tennesseo 3's. 50
Virginia 0's. 7
Virginia ex-matured coupons. 83%
Virginia consolidated. 106%
Brunswick county. 97%
Silvor certificates. 08
American Sugar Refinery. 122
American Sugar RoHnery, pref.. 97
North Carolina 4's.
North Carolina consol 0's. 33%North Carolina Browns.
Mom phis and Charleston.
Mobile and Ohio.
Tennesseo Coal and Iron.
Tennessee Coal and Iron, prof.

Produce and Merchandise.
Flour steady, dull, lower to sell; low

extras, 2.220*2.55; city mills, 4 15@4.25;
city mills patents, 4.40@4.6S; winter
wheat low grades. 2.00@2.55. Southern
flour dull, steady; common to fair extra,
2.1()(i?)3 10; good to choice, 3 15@4.25.Rye flour qulot, steady; superfine. 3 20@
3 40. Buckwheat flour, 1.75@1 85;buck¬
wheat, 54 cents. Cornmealsteady, dull;
yellow Western, 2.7f@2 80.
Wheat dull, steady; No 2 red. 70@

76 '4 storo and elevator, 70%(<J>70% afloat;
75%(ii77% for No. 3; red, 72 M (ft 72%; un¬
graded red. 7< @79; options dull, irregu¬
lar, and %@M higher, closing steady.
Ryo dull, nominal; Westorn, 54@58.
Barley dull; Wet-tern, 60080; state, 85®
80. Corn dull, lower, weak; No 2, 50
olevator, 50%@51% afloat; No. 3.
steamer mixed, 50%@51. Oats fairlyactive, whivo stronger; options dull,
eanior; Di comber. 36%; January, 36%.Coffee optb'ns opened irregular 5
points up to 30 points lower; closed
barely Steady, urcharged to 20 down;December. 10 2f»@ 10.40; January, 15.80
«1 16 00; ^> t Rio quiot, stoady; No. 7,
16;' Sugar raw l!rm; fair refining, 3;
centrifugal, '."'< tost, 93%; refined quiot,steady; confection* n A, 4 0-I6@4%; cut
Idf, 5 5-10@3%; powdered, 4 13-10(0 5;

granulated, 4 1110@5. Molasaos foreignnominal; Now Orleans quiet, steady.Rico steady, fairly unlive: domoetiofair to extra. 4@5%; Japan; 4%@5. Po
troleum quint, unchanged. Cotton¬
seed oil firmer; crude, 37%; yollow, 44bid. Ropin quiet, steady; strained com¬
mon to good, 1.27%(a>1.32%. Turpon-tino dull, weak; 30^@S1.'^. Wool
weak, quiot; domestic flenoe. 25@35;pulled, 20@32; Toxas, 15@21. Pork
firm, active; old moss, lGoölSM; new
mess, 10© 10%

Chicago Markets.
Cuicaoo. Doc 19.. Leading futures

ranged as follows:
WUEAT- H'g'st. Cls'g.December. 70% OUJiJanuary. 71% 70?*'May. 70% 70%July. 7ft.»« 74 JColiN

Decembor. 41% 41^January. 42% 46 l4May. 40% 40%July.47 -tti?iOats.
December. 30
January. 30% 30%May.... 34% 34
Pokk.

December. 14 SO
January. 10 07% 15 82%May. 10 40 10 20
Lard.

December. 10 05
January. 10 10 10 10
May. 0 !>7% U 02%Kins.
Docomber. 8 22%January. 8 37% 8 22%May. 8 50 8 42H

a Million found Hank Note.
What would you do if you were a

strangor In London, with no monoy
except a million pound hank noto in
your pocket, and some good reasons why
you wore afraid to go to tho Bank of
England and get it changed? This is
the theme of Mark Twain's story, "The
£1,000,000 Bank Note." which will be
printed in tho January Century.

V. M. C. A. Notes.
Tho old rooms were closed last night

to the public, as the work of tearing upis now going on.
The new quarters will bo opened after

Christmas.
Tho board of directors will meet to¬

night at the old rooms to consider mat¬
ters generally and to change the constl
tution.
The now constitution will provide for

opening tho gymnasium to boys under
sixteen. Boys under this age will not
be admitted to the rooms af tor 7:30 p.
m., but will bo allowed the use of tho
rooms on Tuesday and Thursday after¬
noons and Saturday morning
The Ladies' Auxiliary will meet in

tho new quarters to-morrow morning at
11 o'clock. This will bo tho llrst meet¬
ing in the new honeo.
Secretary Wynne has ordered the now

apparatus fo- the gymnasium,which will
be first class in every particular.

Took Eighteen 8titclien.
John Porter, a firomanon tho Sheuan-

doah Valley railroad, was severely cut
across the abdomen with a knifo at a
late hour Saturday night while engaged
in an altercation with several people in
a disreputable house in Potlickor flat.
Tho gash cut was deep and long and Dr.
Harrison, who was called in. had to
take eighteen stitches to closo it up.W. H. Leonard was nrroited charged
with doing the cutting. Ho gavo bail
and his friends allege that ho is inno¬
cent. Tho wounded man was not able
to appear at court yostorday morning
and tho trial was postponed until next
Saturday. Leonard is out on bail.

Not u Itoanoker.
B. L. Wright was assessed S15 yester¬

day morning by Justice Turner for as¬

saulting his wifo southwest of tho citv.
Ho waB arrested and brought here by 15.
L. Luckett and John Whltoscll.
tVM. ItADAM's MICItUltB KILLKH.

A Positive Cure for All Itlnod and Chronic
Diseases.

Tho highest medical authorities con¬
cede that fermentation (microbes) is tho
cause of all disease. Therefore, a modi-
cine to affect a cure, must have tho com¬
bined qualities of a b'ood purifier, anti¬
septic and tonic. Microbo Killer con¬
tains all these qualities, and is the only
remedy that will stop fermentation and
thoroughly cleanse tho blood and sys¬
tem, thereby e radicating all germs of
disease. Fifty-page book, giving germ
theory and full particulars free. John¬
son it John <on, agents.

Still in the Fight.
Mit. C. D. Maiionk, agent 'ar tho

Canton Steel Rooting Company, (in this
city) wishes to inform tho public gen¬
erally that tho destruction of their fac¬
tories by Are on December 8, has in no
way offected him in receiving orders for
goods in his lino. The immenso fac¬
tory was totally destroyed and will bo
rebuilt at once, but ho is now roady to
receivo orders in any quantity. Post-
ofllco address, box 889; shop, 311 Roan-
oko street.

Oi,i> papers for tho next week at 10
cents per hundrod.

Sweet potatoes, oranges, to arrive
this week: 100 barrels swoet potatoes;
100 boxes Florida oranges. B. F. Allen
& Co., wholesalo produce.
Fifty barrols apples, car Michigan

potatoes. B. F. Allen it Co., wholesalo
produce.

_

Thk groatest bargains over boforo
offered In tea, dinnor and tollot sots.
our own Importation. Tho E. H. Stew¬
art Furniture Company.
BinsxiKasa, photourapner, 301 Jefferson

Brussels carpets at 50 cents yard at
the E. H. Stewart Furniture Company.
tfrsran eablaati si- Hidoiinuor's. uJefferson

building associations.

A FIRST-CLASS^ INVESTMENT.
Wo offer tho boat seourity in the oil)and pay semi-annual dividends.
AS A SAVINGS BANE

this institution offers special induce
ments. Paid up shares 850 each. In*
Btallment shares 81 per month. Sharei
may bo subscribed for at any time For
further information addros
THE PEOPLE'S PERPETUAL LOAN
AND BUILDING ASSOCIATION.

WM. P. WINCH,
Secretary, and Troasurer.

Masonic Temple. jini-tf

JAMES S. GROYES
WALLPAPER,MANTELS.TILES,GRATES, PAINTS, OILS,

VARNISHES
AND A FULL STOCK OF

We have added the largest stock of Wall Paperin the city, and have an experienced paper-hanger,and guarantee satisfaction. We especially invitethe ladies of Roanoke and adjoining towns to visitour store and inspect our elegant Hardwood Mantelsand Wall Papers.

JAMES S. GROVES,
22 CAMPBELL STREET.

11 17 (Two doers west of Postolllco.)

The National Building Company,
C. O'Leary & Co., Managers,

Room 303, Terry Building
THE NATIONAL BUILDING COMPANY, OV BOSTON, oilers the

best and eafest investment to ho found, both to tbo capitalist and the
workingman. It guarantees 10 per cent, dividends to tbo stcckholdora
nnd furnishes homes to the worklngrnan f >r what ho now pays rent.
Every man should and can own his homo. Tliia company furnishes tho
safest, cheapest plan of gluing it.

Philadelphia is called the city of home.., ,. cause for years the work¬
lngrnan has been enabled to buy his home up ,n rental terms.

Why shouldn't Roanoke people do ttie sa-no and every man havo a
homo of his own?

Call and talk with u on tho subject, and we will satisfy you that all
wo promise can and will lie done.

The New York Weekly Herald,
Only On.e IDolla.r a. Teai.

During 1801 tho weekly herald will bo without question tho best andcheapest family journal published in America It will be profusely Illus¬trated by the boM artists in tho country, and will bo a magazine of literature,art anil news absolutely unrivalled in its excellence.

The Presidential Inaugural
Will be graphicall v described and artistically pictured, while tho great fea¬ture of the coming year's history, the

"WORLD'S FAIE,
Will be given particular attention. So complete will be tho descriptions ofeverything connected with tho eroat Exposition, and so true to tin* reality tbomany illustrations, r.hat a perupnl of the weekly Heiiai-d next summer willbe almost as satisfactory as a tr p to Chicago.

PRIZES EACH WEEK
Will bo awarded for tho best oriainal articles on agricultural subj ects. Eachissuo will contain a page devoted to practical and scientific farming.Tho Woman's Department will bo unexcelled in practical suygostions tomake tbo homo more attractive

Evory week thero will bo a number of special articles on all topics ofhuman interest.
Among tho novelists who will write stories for tho weekly HerAI.1I areJerome K. Jorome, Stopnlak. Mrs. (Irimweod, Edwin Arnold, .lohn StrangeWinter, Mario Corelll, Helen Mather*. Florenco Warden, Hume Nisbet andHamilton Aide.

SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST.
Address JAMES GORDON BENNETT,
i2 20 it New York Herald, New York.

S-ui/bscriToe ITow.

CIDER! CIDER!! CIDER III
CLARET CIDER,

CRAB APPLE CIDER,
PIPPIN APPLE CIDER,
.AT.

No. 21 Jefferson Street.
Finest assortment of Canned Goods in the city.Shafer's Hams, finest in the city. Call and

see me. 4 s tt

THE ROANOKE TRUST, LOAN AND SAFE DEPOSIT COMPANY,ROANOKE, VA..EIGHTH ANNUAL STATEMENT, JAN. 1, 1892.

resources.
Loans and discounts.8374,675.40
StookS. 237,271.00
Real estate. 52,955.66
Furniture. 670.00
Overdrafts. 2,194.28
Cash on hand and in Banks. 47,413.84

P. L. TERRY, President.
Ian 10-tf

1715,180.24

liabilities.
Capital.$250,000.00
Surplus. 150,000.00
Undivided profits.. 11,882.55

- 411,882.5»Deposits on certificate. 159,246.74
Deposits Bubject to check. 107,898.61Bills payable. 10,833.84Bills re-discounted. 12,819,00
Dividend No. 16. 12,500.00

3715,180.84S. W. JAMISON, Seoretary and Treasurer.


